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This summer you have the  

opportunity to engage in leisure 

reading. Your teachers have com-

piled a list of books from many 

genres. Readers of all reading 

levels should find something that 

sparks their interests.  Incoming 

seventh graders are required to 

read two books. One book must 

be from this list. The second book 

may be another book  

from this list or one of your choice.  

Happy Reading! 

 

Be prepared for an in class book 

talk or activity. Write the title and 

author of the two books you read 

here and bring this to class:  

Title 1:______________________ 

Author 1: ___________________ 

 

Title 2: _____________________ 

Author 2: ___________________ 

Assessment 

 
Divergent (Trilogy) (700L) Roth, Veronica 
In Beatrice Prior's dystopian Chicago, society is 
divided into five factions, each dedicated to the 
cultivation of a particular virtue-Candor (the hon-
est), Abnegation (the selfless), Dauntless (the 
brave), Amity (the peaceful), and Erudite (the intel-
ligent). On an appointed day of every year, all 
sixteen-year-olds must select the faction to which 
they will devote the rest of their lives. For Beatrice, 
the decision is between staying with her family and 
being who she really is - she can't have both. So 
she makes a choice that surprises everyone, includ-
ing herself. During the highly competitive initiation 
that follows, Beatrice renames herself Tris and 
struggles to determine who her friends really are. 
But Tris also has a secret, one she's kept hidden 
from everyone because she's been warned it can 
mean death. (Science Fiction) 
 
The Ruins of the Gorlan (920L)  Flanagan, John 
They have always scared him in the past-the Rang-
ers - with their dark cloaks and shadowy ways. The 
villagers believe the Rangers practice magic that 
makes them invisible to ordinary people. And now 
15-year-old Will, has been chosen as a Ranger's 
apprentice. What he doesn't yet realize is that the 
Rangers are the protectors of the kingdom. Highly 
trained in the skills of battle and surveillance, they 
fight the battles before the battles reach the peo-
ple. And as Will is about to learn, there is a large 
battle brewing.  (Fantasy) 
 
I am Malala (Young Readers edition) (830L) educa-
tion activist and Taliban victim Malala Yousafzai 
recounts her Pakistani childhood in this deftly 
adapted memoir. Domestic and academic tales 
illustrate her unusual maturity and resilience in the 
face of increasing Taliban threats. Yousafzai's 
moving narrative and engaging, sincere voice may 
provide an entryway to international awareness 
for middle-grade readers. (Nonfiction, Battle of 
the Books) 



This summer you have the opportunity to engage 

in pleasure reading for its own sake.  Your teach-

ers have compiled a list of books that should 

spark an interest with all readers, even those 

who haven’t given themselves over to books.  

Incoming seventh graders are required to read  

two books.  One (1) book must be from this list.  

The second book may be YOUR CHOICE, OR  a 

book  written by an author from this list OR an-

other book from this list. Once you have read 

your chosen books, you will need to complete the 

Wings of Fire (740L) Sutherland, Tui 
Clay and his friends have grown up under a moun-
tain, secretly raised by the Talons of Peace to fulfill 
a mysterious prophecy. The five young dragons are 
destined to end the war that's been raging between 
the tribes of Pyrrhia -- but how they'll do this, none 
of them knows.  (Fantasy) 
 
Petey (740L) Mikaelsen, Ben 
Based on a true, tragic situation in which Petey, 
born with cerebral palsy in 1920, is misdiagnosed 
as mentally retarded. Unable to care for him at 
home, his parents relinquish him to the care of the 
state, where he languishes in a mental institution for 
the next five decades. In 1977, statewide reorgani-
zation and a new, correct diagnosis result in Petey 
being moved to a local nursing home. There, the 
final, triumphant chapters of his life are entwined 
with an eighth-grade student named Trevor, who 
finds his own life transformed by love and caring in 
ways he never could have imagined. (Fiction) 
 
Crash (560L) Spinelli, Jerry 
Seventh-grader John "Crash" Coogan has always 
been comfortable with his tough, aggressive behav-
ior, until his relationship with an unusual Quaker boy 
and his grandfather's stroke make him consider the 
meaning of friendship and the importance of fami-
ly. (Realistic Fiction) 
 
The Maze Runner (770L) Dashner, James 
When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he 
can remember is his first name. His memory is blank. 
But he's not alone. When the lift's doors open, Thom-
as finds himself surrounded by kids who welcome 
him to the Glade.  Just like Thomas, the Gladers 
don't know why or how they got to the Glade. All 
they know is that every morning the stone doors to 
the maze that surrounds them have opened. Every 
night they've closed tight. And every 30 days a 
new boy has been delivered in the lift. Thomas was 
expected. But the next day, a girl is sent up; the 
first girl to ever arrive in the Glade. And more sur-
prising yet is the message she delivers. Thomas 
might be more important than he could ever guess. 
If only he could unlock the dark secrets buried within 
his mind. (Science Fiction) 
 
 

The Red Pyramid (The Kane Chronicles, Book 1) 
(650L) Riordan, Rick 
Since their mother's death, Carter and Sadie have 
become near strangers. While Sadie has lived 
with her grandparents in London, her brother has 
traveled the world with their father, the Egyptolo-
gist, Dr. Julius Kane. One night, Dr. Kane brings 
the siblings together for a "research experiment" 
at the British Museum, where he hopes to set 
things right for his family. Instead, he unleashes 
the Egyptian god Set, who banishes him to oblivi-
on and forces the children to flee for their lives. 
Soon, Sadie and Carter discover that the gods of 
Egypt are waking, and the worst of them--Set has 

his sights on the Kanes. (Fantasy) 

Hero (730L)  
Lupica, Michael 
Fourteen-year-old Billy Harriman can feel the 
changes. The sharpening of his senses. The incredi-
ble strength. The speed, as though he can text 
message himself across miles. The confidence and 
the strange need to patrol Central Park at night. 
His dad had been a hero, a savior to America 
and a confidante of the president. Then he died, 
and the changes began in Billy. What Billy never 
knew was that his father was no ordinary man-he 
was a superhero, battling the world's evil. TAnd 
now it's Billy's turn to take on the fight. . (Fantasy) 
 
The Contract (770L) Jeter, Derek 
In Kalamazoo, Michigan, eight-year-old Derek 
Jeter, who dreams of playing for the New York 
Yankees, learns what it takes to be a champion 

on and off the field. (Realistic Fiction) 

What are the Summer Olympics? (750L)      Her-
man, Gail  The tradition of the Olympic Games 
faded over time until 1896, when they were 
brought back to life. The first modern Olympics 
were held in Athens, Greece, with over two hun-
dred athletes from fourteen countries. Today, 
nearly three thousand years after the first 
Games, the Summer Olympics attract one hun-
dred thousand top athletes from over two hun-
dred countries. Billions of fans around the world 
cheer on their national teams to bring back the 

gold.  (Nonfiction) 

Legend (Trilogy) (710L)  Lu, Marie 
From very different worlds, June and Day have no 
reason to cross paths - until the day June's brother, 
Metias, is murdered and Day becomes the prime 
suspect. Caught in the ultimate game of cat and 
mouse, Day is in a race for his family's survival, 
while June seeks to avenge Metias's death. But in 
a shocking turn of events, the two uncover the truth 
of what has really brought them together, and the 
sinister lengths their country will go to keep its se-
crets. (Science Fiction) 
 
The Angel Experiment: A Maximum Ride Novel 
(700L) Patterson, James 
In James Patterson's blockbuster series, fourteen-
year-old Maximum Ride, better known as Max, 
knows what it's like to soar above the world. She 
and all the members of the "flock"--Fang, Iggy, 
Nudge, Gasman and An-
gel--are just like ordinary 
kids--only they have wings 
and can fly. It may seem 
like a dream come true to 
some, but their lives can 
morph into a living night-
mare at any 
time...Whether in the 
treetops of Central Park or 
in the bowels of the Man-
hattan subway system, Max and her adopted 
family take the ride of their lives. Along the way 
Max discovers from her old friend and father-
figure Jeb--now her betrayed and greatest enemy
--that her purpose is save the world--but can she? 
(Fiction, Adventure) 
 
Artemis Fowl (930L) Colfer, Eoin 
Twelve-year-old Artemis Fowl is the most ingenious 
criminal mastermind in history. With two trusty 
sidekicks in tow, he hatches a cunning plot to divest 
the fairy folk of their pot of gold.  (Fantasy) 
 
Selection (680L) Cass, Kiera 
Sixteen-year-old American Singer is living in the 
caste-divided nation which formed after the war 
that destroyed the United States. America is cho-
sen to compete in the Selection—a contest to see 
which girl can win the heart of the prince. (Fiction) 

READ FOR THE FUN OF IT!!! 

 


